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1 bower, in his preface, to "The White Iieusc m/my ¥¥¥ ¥¥¥ 
j Years” writes "This . . . is an account of mv voted in r,k ‘ i a - nt ( H!\ ! 
presidential years as I see them . . John- ' Inis subject. J.h 


four woll-wriitc 
of otliers, arc <1 


the problem of his r 



The writer, a White Hoy.sc assistant on 
Asian affairs during the Johnson adminis- 
tration, is vote director of the interna- 
■ tional division of the Institute for De- 
fense Analysis. Up. is the author of ’'The 
Lost Crusade: America in Vietnam.” 


vantage point’.” "The Vantage 
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. author and publisher in recent history, Mr. 

Johnson agreed to let the presses roll, we 
can confidently assume that the rumors of panied him from Washington to Austin-. 


story of what happened in and to America other 
from the moment of nightmare in November 
1963 when Kenneth O’Donnell, said "He’s 
gone," to’ the moment of solemnity in Janu- 
ary 1969 when Richard Mixon intoned, "So 
help me, God.” 

The early months of planning how to tell 
this story must hare been difficult for the 
author and the 'staff of writers that aecom- 


the past few years have been correct: Lyn- 
don Baines Johnson lias decided to publish 
his memoirs, 

The patient Messrs. Holt, Rinehart and 
Winston must have had mixed feelings, com- 
prised equally of relief and concern, about 


and Bobby respected cat 
even though the relationship was m 
always cordial. Finally there was Vietnam - 
the issue which Johnson felt was most mi 
understood; almost half the hook deals wit 
Vietnam; which, despite Johnson’s protest 
‘ions to the contrary, tells us somethin 
about his priorities. . -_ 

Never., in history, surely, lias so much s 
eret official material boon made public! 
available on a sensitive current problem i 
now have at hand o 
at the- Pentagon P 


Yhat emciged is an intricately developed the American people nc 
structure which bridges the presidential Vietnam Added In «•!, 
campaigns of I960 and 1968 and which relies Is, fl , - 

on major developments with respect to Viet- rlrwnmenTo , " , L L aiy u , liicrl - 0 lm P u 

nam for its intervening chronological flow. of!. 1 , u ‘“™ al 

inserted here and there in the text are chap- vaninw i»li » \^Lj p ?i a A e - C b in ..? 11 
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tbor and publisher out of what otherwise a committee: basis. teams' of*' "’ as T ealc , < r? 1 t .j I 

would have been some of the juciest tidbits One suspects that each of the folk do House and National Sec JriivSmH dS 

sions. With the exception of a few of Me 

foum 


in “The Vantage Point.” According to the whom Mr. Johnson, in his preface, indicates 


trade gossip, Mr. Johnson and liis staff were he is "particularly indebted” set to work an George f , e , : 

either too weary or too distraught by late assigned chapters (old Washington .bants (heir" wav •Into'’ vr 

spring to go through the manuscript yet .could probably make an accurate guess as«o j ohn McNauahim^v rimf 


Whether this 


John McNaughton’s files, the Vietnam histo 
l'i.ans had no access to many of the key doeu 


once again in order to acccommodate the rev- who. drafted what), 
c). a 
was • 
point,” 
thre 
more 

would.have served both the book and the au- within ills official family, 
thor well. Although the "ltcwsbreaks” which Mr. Johnson’s canvas is largely p? 

lillsberg had snatched away could not. have pastels. There are few heroes (Dean Rusk is material 1m himself cei- ■ D ~? r i-> „t-n 
been retrieved, “The Vantage Point” could one that stands straight and tall) and no. vli- being’ too' sensitive or 'controversial ° Wha 



extent, Mr, Johnson has filled the gaps, al- 
aintectBi though obviously, we arc not likely to know 

1 IwllS.tvJR nf vnrjfprinl Vir. iairmcoir . «nV . 



Johnson himself. 

A President’s in- 
story must be overw 
wonder that our 
lives outlast their 
sire to “put the rccor 
man, in a character: 
much the same ton 
the’ preface to his 
events, .as I saw 
down her 
forming 
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